Fifty Years of Iron and Steel

that the purchase of this property at; the time
when it was acquired saved the nation from a
most disastrous panic, or rather minimized the
panic then in existence and eventually stopped it.
The Roane Iron Co. built: blast furnaces at
Rockwood, Tenn., fully a half century ago and
they are still in successful operation. Tins
same company undertook the manufacture of
Bessemer steel rails at Chattanooga but: the ex-
periment was a failure, "Now that Open-hearth
rails have practically supplanted Bessemer steel
rails, it is interesting to report that: the
Tennessee Coal, Iron & Railroad Company is
one of the largest manufacturers of Open-hearth
steel rails in the United States.

The Southern ore supply is practically with-
out limit. Its iron contents are much lower
than the Lake Superior ores but the South has
the advantage of the coal, ore and flux being all
in close proximity,

It is interesting to note that General Sher-
man, whose well known characterisation of war

has become fixed and emphasized in the minds of
the whole world, built a rolling mill at Chatta-
nooga, in 1864 for the U. S. Government. This

was used for rolling iron rails.    Steel rails were